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SUBJECT: RHODESIA: APPROACH TO IVORY COAST GOVERNMENT 

REF: STATE 209162 

1 . UK AMBASSADOR WRIGHT AND CHARGE CALLED SEPTEMBER 6 ON AUGUSTE 
DENISE WHO IN HOUPHOUET’S ABSENCE IS ACTING CHIEF OF STATE OF 
IVORY COAST. WRIGHT LED PRESENTATION AND GAVE DENISE FRENCH COPIES 
OF MAIN SECTION OF UK WHITE PAPER AND OF FONSEC OWENS' PRESS STATE- 
MENT ON LAW AND ORDER, AS WELL AS ENGLISH TEXTS OF WHITE PAPER 
ANNEXES. WRIGHT ALSO GAVE BRIEF RESUME OF THE PROPOSALS AND WENT 
OVER TALKING POINTS (WHICH WE HAD PROVIDED HIM) FROM REFTEL. 

2. IN RESPONSE DENISE SAID THAT RHODESIAN PROBLEM WAS BASICALLY 
THE FAULT OF THE UK GOVERNMENT IN NOT HAVING BEEN PREPARED FORCE- 
FULLY IF NECESSARY TO DECOLONIZE BOTH PORTIONS OF RHODESIA. THIS 
HAD ENABLED ILLEGAL SMITH REGIME TO CONTINUE IN POWER IN CONTRAST 
WITH EVENTS IN ZAMBIA. TODAY, DENISE CONTINUED, IAN SMITH WAS 
UNREASONABLE AND INTRACTABLE AND CLEARLY THE MAJOR STUMBLING BLOCK 
TO ANY SETTLEMENT. SMITH WOULD CONTINUE ADAMANT AND REFUSE 
CONCESSIONS UNLESS AND UNTIL THE SUPPORT HE RECEIVED FROM SOUTH 
AFRICA WAS ENDED. THE KEY TO THE SUCCESS OF THE UK-U.S. PROPOSALS, 
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DENISE THOUGHT, WAS IN SOUTH AFRICA AND IT WAS UP TO WESTERN 
EUROPEAN AND NORTH AMERICAN COUNTRIES TO BRING EVERY POSSIBLE 
PRESSURE, ECONOMIC AND OTHERWIRE TO BEAR ON VORSTER TO BEASE HIS 
SUPPORT FOR THE RHODESIAN GOVERNMENT. WHEN THIS HAPPENED, DENISE 
BELIEVED SMITH WOULD BE QUICKLY FORCED TO ACCEDE TO THESE OR 
SIMILAR PROPOSALS. 
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3. CHARGE NOTED THAT U.S. AND UK HAVE BEEN INCREASINGLY FORCEFUL 
WITH SAG AND MENTIONED VICE-PRESIDENT MONDALE S MEETING WITH 
VORSTER IN VIENNA. WE ASSURED DENISE THAT THESE PRESSURES WOULD 
CONTINUE. 

4. DENISE SAID THAT IVORY COAST WOULD SEEK WHEREVER POSSIBLE TO 

BE HELPFUL IN ACHIEVING A PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO THE RHODESIAN PROBLEM. 
IN PARTICULAR, PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET HAD SPOKEN WITH LEADERS OF THE 
SEVERAL LIBERATION GROUPS URGING THEM TO UNITE AND TO PRESENT A 
COMMON FRONT. DIVISIONS BETWEEN THE SEVERAL LIBERATION GROUPS 
PLAYED INTO SMITH'S HANDS AND MADE IT EASIER FOR HIM TO PRESS FOR 
AN "INTERNAL SOLUTION." DENISE EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR OUR 
DEMARCHE AND ASKED THAT GOIC BE KEPT INFORMED AS CLOSELY AS POSSIBLE 
ABOUT FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. 

5. IN CLOSING, AMBASSADOR WRIGHT NOTED AMBASSADOR YOUNGS STATE- 
MENT THAT THESE PROPOSALS REPRESENTED ONLY ONE STEP OF A PROCESS 
WHICH WOULD INVOLVE MANY STEPS. CHARGE MENTIONED PRESIDENT 
HOUPHOUET'S RECENT STATEMENT IN PARIS THAT "WISDOM WILL EVENTUALLY 
TRIUMPH" IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. DENISE CONCURRED AND REITERATED HIS 
APPRECIATION. 
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